
HISTORY OF THE SOLOMON FAMILY 

The history of Solomon & Company (St Helena) Plc all started with this one man, Saul 
Solomon.  Saul, believed to have been born on 25th December 1776 to Phoebe De 
Mitz (pictured below), wife of Nathaniel Solomon in London, England.   
 
Saul boarded a ship sailing to India with his family and thus began his adventures on 
St Helena Island.  After falling sick, Saul was left by his family to perish as they 
continued their journey.   
 
This 14-Year old Boy however, did not die and seeing the possibility for trade started a 
General Store in 1790 that has expanded into the Company that is, celebrating 225 
Years of business on St Helena Island.   

At about 1745, Nathaniel Solomon, father of Saul Solomon, whilst travelling on the 
Continent, visited Leiden in Holland.  There he met and fell in love with a 14-year old 
Dutch girl, Phoebe DeMitz.   
 
Phoebe DeMitz gave birth to a total of 21 children (although many died in their 
infancy), however it was his brothers Benjamin, Joseph, Lewis and Charles that Saul 
sent for when business became profitable and committed workers were required. 
 
There started the legacy of the Solomon family on St Helena Island, which continued 
through until the death of the last Solomon family member Humphrey Welby 
Solomon in 1960. 
 
The Solomon family were leading Freemasons, Church Wardens and Justices of the 
Peace and for 50 years almost monopolised the prestigious post of Sherriff. 
 
Saul from 1839-1842 and again from 1846 – 1850, his brother Lewis who took his 
other name Gideon following his marriage in 1818 from 1842 – 1844 and again from 
1852 – 1856, Nathaniel Solomon (Saul Solomon’s Son) from 1850 – 1852 and again 
from 1859 – 1860, Saul Solomon Jr (Grandson of Saul Solomon, Son of Nathaniel 
Solomon) from 1880 – 1888.  

Extracts from Trevor W Hearl’s  
‘In search of Saul Solomon on St Helena 1776 – 1852’ 
 
“If one man dominates St Helena’s history it must, according to the ‘outside world’, 
surely be Napoleon Bonaparte.  But the experience of daily life tells St Helenians 
differently.  Long before Napoleon arrived, Saul Solomon had founded a business 
that, after 200 years, still wields all-pervasive influence over their affairs. 
 
Trade ... soon seduced young Solomon.  He had “a general store and boarding 
house” well before 1800, however reputedly charging 30s. (£1.50) a day.  This 
exorbitance bought success as St Helena’s mini economy was most profitable when 
catering for ‘the carriage trade’.   
 
Solomon’s success owed much, though by no means all, to Napoleon’s exile.  By 
1816 the population had doubled to c.8,000 bringing wealth and opportunities of a 
kind he was well placed to exploit. 
 
Solomon was not in business to entertain subalterns when there was a luxury trade 
and busy commercial markets to be met.  For the latter he provided legal and 
insurance services, for the former fashions and jewellery.  And whether they (Saul’s 
Brothers) traded under the name of Solomon, Gideon or Moss, Saul was architect of 
their fortunes. 
 
 A business bonanza was not his only Napoleonic legacy, however.  It earned him the 
reputation for dubious loyalty to the Government.  Hudson Lowe (former Governor) 
listed the Solomon brothers, with their clerk Bruce, as chief suspects aiding 
Napoleon, finding even their name to imply “Some predisposition to engage in illicit 
speculation.”  His premises (now the Rose & Crown Store in Jamestown) being 
venues for visitors and favoured entrepot for the entourages of both Governor and 
ex-Emperor – and their ladies (Solomon brother’s Wives) – became notorious for 
gossip and intrigue.   
 
He (Saul) was even said to have smuggled a 
silken ladder into Longwood in a chest of tea to 
help Napoleon clamber down a cliff to a 
waiting boat!...in 1840, as French Consul, he 
was among the favoured few to accompany 
Napoleon’s coffin aboard the Belle Poule.” 
 

A VOYAGE TO REMEMBER 
...In 1850 he (Saul Solomon) visited England with an unmarried daughter, probably 
for medical reasons staying at his son-in-law’s fine house, ‘Eastwood’ in Potishead, 
overlooking the Bristol Channel. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

There, on 6th December 1852, he died from “softening of the brain, paralysis, 
apoplexy, 9 months certified”. Accompanied only by an illiterate nurse, Mary Devine. 
 

His wish to return to St Helena was honoured in a rather bizarre sequel, revealed by 
Mrs. Harriet Tytler sailing home from India in 1853 on the S.V. Camperdown: 
 

“At the Cape we ... took in fresh passengers, among them a Miss Solomon ... (who) 

confided to some of us a burden on her mind ... Unknown to everybody she had 

brought her father’s corpse on the ship to have it buried on his beloved St. Helena.  

The burden was a terrible one for fear that if the sailors found it out, they would 

have chucked her father overboard.  Of course we were all under vow not to 

disclose the terrible fact of a corpse on board, so that when we reached St. Helena 

and the contents of that case were safely landed, her brother Nathaniel came on 

board and ... invited us to his hotel as guests.  

 

 

 

Very little in history is noted about the members of the Solomon Family and their business on St Helena Island, as 

many of them migrated to South Africa, where they still however made a presence for themselves, as the above 

captions dictate, that is with the exception of Hompray Welby Solomon, born 1877. 

Hompray was the grandson of Nathaniel Solomon, Saul Solomon’s brother.  He father was also named Saul 
Solomon.  Hompray’s mother was Katherine Welby, who was the daughter of Thomas Earl Welby, who was at the 
time, Bishop of St Helena Island. 
 
Hompray returned to St Helena in 1903 after being educated in Belgium and England.  He took over management 

of the Company and under his direction, his brother Arthur and Sister Mary formed a partnership agreement.  

Arthur later sold his shares to Hompray. 

Hompray became a pioneer for the Island.  He founded the St Helena Cricket League, which later developed into 

the St Helena Cricket Association, of which he was president. 
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Hompray was also a Church Warden and a Member of Council and held the post of Sherriff until his death in 1960 

at the age of 83 years old.   He was also the ‘Father of Motor Transport’ on St Helena and imported the first car to 

St Helena; a 1929 Austin7, which was nicknamed the ’Baby Austin’.   

 

 

 

 

 

Snapshot of the car travelling through Main Street, from a video kindly loaned by Ms Gillian Legg 

Half Tree Hollow ‘A’ Cricket Team 

SOLOMONS SHAREHOLDINGS LEADERSHIP SINCE THE SOLOMON FAMILY 
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Became a Limited Company, incorporated in Great Britain.  The 

Majority shareholders were John I. Jacobs & Co, London; a UK 

based shipping Company who held 62% of shares.  The 

remaining 38% were held by individuals, including the Solomon 

Family accounting for more than 20% 

The majority of the Company’s shareholdings, held by John I. 

Jacobs & Co, London changed hands.  30% was acquired by the 

South Atlantic Trading and Investment Company (SATIC), a South 

African Company, with the remaining 32% being acquired by the 

St Helena Government. 

For political reasons, the St Helena Government brought out the 

30% shareholding from SATIC, leaving them with a total 

shareholding of 62%. 

The St Helena Government concluded their buyouts of Shares 

including the Solomon family shareholdings and ended with a 

holding of 97% of the share capital. 

The Share Capital increased to 200,000 shares. 

The St Helena Government shares were floated on the local 

market and the Company re-registered as a Public Limited 

Company with the St Helena Government now holding 83% of 

the shares.  49,000 were floated but only 19,400 were taken up. 

The Company bought back 25,000 shares from the St Helena 

Government and offered for subscription 45,000 shares.  As a 

result 43,750 shares were bought by the public leaving the St 

Helena Government with a majority shareholding of 62.9%. 

In December 1968, following concerns raised by the people of St Helena, that a South African Company (SATIC) would be ‘taking 

over’ one of the Island’s most prominent business, a delegation, as above, travelled to the UK to meet with John I Jacobs & Co; 

the Company selling their shareholding and SATIC; the Company intending to purchase the shares.  An agreement was therefore 

reached that the St Helena Government would purchase a portion of the shareholdings. 

Left-Right: Joyce Johnson, Fenwick Gough, Eric Benjamin and Harry Corker 

Copies of the original Share Certificates (albeit now cancelled) that were 
issued to SATIC in January 1969, following the return of the Executive 
Council delegates from the United Kingdom in December 1968.  Note the 
Company’s name listed as ‘Solomon & Company (St. Helena) Limited’.   
 
These certificates were used for the issue of ‘B’ shares.  

Hompray Solomon was the last of the Solomon line on St Helena and although he never completely relinquished his obligation to the Compaany as he progressed in age, the leadership of the Company fell to appointed persons outside of the family.  

Board of Directors’ Chairpersons Chief Executive Officers (although this was not always the title) 
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Today the leadship of the Company falls to Board of Directors Chairman, Jennifer Corker, FMAAT, MBE, JP and Chief Executive Officer, Mandy Peters, MBA MCMI Assoc. CIPD.   

Miss Corker took on the role as Chairman of the Board of Directors on 25 June 2003 following a total of 13 Years as a Director  prior to this and Miss Peters was appointed Chief Executive Officer on 14 August 2008. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exhibition Note - Whilst ‘The St Helena Chronicle’ cites the 
Perserverance as the carrier, this has been widely disputed in 
favour of the S.V. Camperdown 

Extracts from The St Helena Herald,  
February/March 1853    
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Extract from The St Helena Chronicle,  
February 1853    
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